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  ***


  When I look at the kids of the Beckworth School, I can’t help but think ‘there but for the grace of God go I.’


  I could have ended up like these kids.


  I was lucky.


  ***


  If Jonathan and Martha Kent hadn’t had been driving past when my ship crashed in Shuster’s Field, my life could have been very different.


  If I’d ended up in an orphanage, would it have been one like the Beckworth School? Would I have been branded a problem kid?


  Probably. At least once my powers started to develop. I started a lot of accidental fires before I learned to control my heat vision.


  I wonder what kind of person I’d be now if it wasn’t for the Kents. So many of my values and my sense of ethics come from them. If they weren’t there, would I be more like Luthor, for example? Power corrupts and absolute power corrupts absolutely.


  A super-powered Luthor is cause for nightmares.


  But the Kents were there. They did find me. I was incredibly lucky. They raised me to be a good person, not a thing to be feared.


  The way I use my powers is the only thing that keeps me from being feared.


  There’s one thing that I envy the Smart Kids, however.


  When it came to their differences, they had a choice. They could choose to be normal.


  I don’t have that choice. My differences will forever mark me as what I am — the sole survivor of an alien world.


  If I could trade all my powers for a normal, human life, would I do it?


  I honestly don’t know.


  Superman has become an unstoppable juggernaut, taking over Clark Kent. But becoming him has given me something invaluable.


  The ability to be me.


  THE END


  This story is part of a series following “At First Sight,” “A Matter of Time,” “Evil Lurks,” “Invisible,” “Gratitude” and “Unprofessional Behaviour.”
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